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Senior Seminar Home Project
Home:  A family’s place of residence; The social unit formed by a family living together; A congenial environment; A place of origin.

This project will increase your understanding of the one part of the Earth that you already know best, your home.  We will be studying the community in which we live and learn.  We will taking a close look at the many elements which make the Coachella Valley a home for the various peoples, plants, and animals that live here.

The goal of the Home Project is for you to present a realistic, workable solution for an actual issue that affects how we live here in the Coachella Valley.

You will identify an issue or a problem in our community that you would like to research and for which you will eventually plan a solution.  Your chosen issue should be health or environmental health related.  

As part of your research, you will identify two or more local experts on your issue, interview them, and write up your findings.  You can also use the Internet, library, and other sources to research your issue and possibly examine how other communities have solved your particular issue.  You will be responsible for a research paper.  You will turn in a rough draft of your writing, receive feedback, and then make improvements for the final draft.
You will present your issue and solution during oral presentations coordinated between HEAL and English teachers.  You will present to your classmates as well as actual local government officials and public health experts, who may attend based on your invitations.  You will develop visual aids to use in your presentation, prepare a formal presentation that and prepare to answer any questions about your issue and your proposed solution.
Selecting a Topic

Select a topic that is meaningful or intriguing to you; you can ask parents, family members, neighbors, and others for suggestions.  This will help you consider a wide range of possibilities.  When you decide on a topic, you will complete and turn in The Project Plan; which includes your proposed topic, your initial ideas about how you will conduct your research and interviews and who you are considering as “experts” on your topic  (who will you interview, consult with).
A short list of possible issues includes:

· Salton Sea
· Air pollution/ Air Quality
· Diseases in the Coachella Valley
· Number 1 cause of death in the Coachella Valley
· Improving Recycling
· Local endangered species
· Disappearing bird life, etc.
· Loss of habitat
· Respiratory illness in the Coachella Valley
· Physician/healthcare provider shortage in the Coachella Valley
· Distribution of Medical Services in the Coachella Valley
· Nursing shortage in the Valley
· Medical Technical Professional shortage in the Coachella Valley
· Effects of New Healthcare Legislation on Valley Families
· Uninsured families in the Coachella Valley
· Educating Medical Professionals who stay in the Coachella Valley
· Affordable health insurance for families in the Coachella Valley
· Improving the connection between Environmental Health and/or Healthcare Businesses and Students in the Coachella Valley
· Health issues which impact various groups in the community
Conducting Interviews

As part of your research, your group must interview at least two different experts on your chosen issue.  Ideally, you will look for experts with different points of view on your issue.  You may wish to videotape or audiotape your interviews as you will be using some of the content in your paper and presentation.  You may also use email communication with professionals, if they prefer this due to scheduling issues.
Conducting successful interviews requires preparation and planning.  You need to prepare questions in advance.  You should ask follow-up questions to interesting responses.  You should familiarize yourself with the recording equipment.

Writing Up Your Findings

The background to your issue:  Clearly describe your issue, so that someone from outside this area would understand the issue and how it came to be.  Describe as well the community context in which this issue occurs.  If possible, include a history of your issue and what is being done, currently, to address this issue.
Viewpoints:  Compare and contrast the views/opinions of your experts.  Explain how they feel the issue should be addressed and/or resolved.  To what extent do members of you agree or disagree with your experts? What are your opinions and the reasons for these views?
Your Proposed Solution: Explain your view on the issue.  Explain the factors that went into your decision.  Propose a solution for the issue you have researched.  The solution must be realistic and you must make the case that this is the best solution possible.  Your solution must demonstrate a deep understanding of the problem, its past, present, and foreseeable future.  In addition, you should try to provide a solution for all, in other words, you should make the case to all community stakeholders that your solution will improve the current situation and that it is the best solution for the community.  Describe the specifics of what will be needed to implement your solution.  Persuade your audience that yours is the best solution possible.  
Your Presentation:  
You will present your issue, its history and community context, and your proposed solution to the combined classes of HEAL and English.  Your presentation should include visual aids, such as maps, graphs, power point, pictures, video, etc.  You should provide comprehensive information and strong evidence regarding your issue and your proposed solution.  Creativity, preparation, professionalism, and mastery of the subject are expected.  Be ready to defend your position when questioned by fellow students, teachers, or other attendees.
Steps in the Project Completion Process
1. Select a topic area

2. Develop the Question you wish to research

3. Identify 2 or more local experts

4. Identify other sources of information for your research

5. Do the Research and develop a rough draft of the presentation

6. Decide what audio, visual, and print materials you will use for presentation

7. Refine/revise the presentation based on feedback from experts, teachers, fellow students, etc.

8. Finalize presentation materials

9. Invite Experts to attend presentations.
10. Make presentation based on assigned time.
11. Send “Thank You” notes to all who helped you with presentation
